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Office, 1999. LC Number: KF27 . W348 1997h OCLC Number: ocm43450666 Subject: Tariff on information
technology products. Excerpt: . . . 11 Now, the Ministerial in Singapore was a significant meeting, be-cause it
was the first meeting of the WTO when we were going to try and put these principles into effect. So, we had to
make some breaks with the past and move into an organization that was going to be able to deal with a world
of 18-month product life cycles. This is going to require some different ways of doing things. Obviously, the
main things we were looking at was how the agreements are being implemented How were we going to
advance the ongoing work And then the area that received the most press attention about these new areas that
have to be explored in the fu-ture. We are, as | take it some of you are, pleased with the results from Singapore.
The ITA is obviously a major accomplishment. But also the businesslike way the meetings were conducted, the
prece-dents they set for future Ministerials in terms of the work that can be done on paper, without Ministers
having to get involved, is enor-mously important because we have to chew through so much more treaty text
today than we ever have had to do in the past. Ministerials are absolutely essential. We have to have political
oversight of the trading system. And it was very important not only that there was an interagency team from
the administration there, but that there was strong representation from the...
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