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their continued analysis, and similar to the prior question, | would welcome the opportunity to brief you on
their thinking subsequently. Senator F. OK. Thank you. We will do that, again, after-RANKEN wards. An
advocacy group in Minnesota told me a story that | want to share with you. A woman from Nepal recently came
to them to seek asylum in the U. S. because Maoist insurgents had kidnapped her son. Now, she ultimately
decided not to apply for asylum be-cause under current law she would be inadmissible because of her - she is
considered a supporter of terrorists because she paid her sons ransom. Do you think there is a place for a
duress exemp-tion or exception in such a case AYORKAS Mr. M. Senator, while | cannot comment on that case
specifically, | do want to note that within, | believe, the first 2 months of my tenure as Director, | had the
privilege of visiting our office in St. Paul and meeting with the advocacy community there to understand their
concerns. But there is a Supreme Court case that leaves it to the Department to exercise its discretion in finding
a duress exemption that might not otherwise apply, and | believe we are utilizing that exemption on a case-by-
case basis. Senator F. Oh, well, that is nice to know. Thank you very RANKEN much, Mr. Director. Thank you, Mr.

Chairman. EAHY Chairman L. Thank you very much. Senator Cornyn. Senator C. Good morning, Mr. Director.
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