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PERMIAN PHOSPHORIA FORMATION: SODA SPRINGS AREA, SE
IDAHO: OPEN-FILE REPORT 2002-345 (PAPERBACK)

Bibliogov, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This study, one in a series, reports bulk chemical and mineralogical
compositions, as well as petrographic and outcrop descriptions of rocks collected from three measured
outcrop sections of the Rex Chert member of the Phosphoria Formation in SE Idaho. The three measured
sections were chosen from ten outcrops of Rex Chert that were described in the field. The Rex Chert overlies the
Meade Peak Phosphatic Shale Member of the Phosphoria Formation, the source of phosphate ore in the region.
Rex Chert removed as overburden comprises part of the material disposed in waste-rock piles during
phosphate mining. It has been proposed that the chert be used to cap and isolate waste piles, thereby inhibiting
the leaching of potentially toxic elements into the environment. It is also used to surface roads in the mining
district. The rock samples studied here constitute a set of individual chert beds that are representative of each
stratigraphic section sampled. The informally named cherty shale member that overlies the Rex Chert in
measured section 1 was also described and sampled. The upper Meade Peak and the transition zone to the Rex
Chert were described and sampled in section 7. The cherts are predominantly spicularite composed of granular
and mosaic quartz, and sponge spicules, with various but minor amounts of other fossils and detrital grains.
The cherty shale member and transition rocks between the Meade Peak and Rex Chert are siliceous siltstones
and argillaceous cherts with ghosts of sponge spicules and somewhat more detrital grains than the chert. The
overwhelmingly dominant mineral is quartz, although carbonate beds are rare in each section and are
composed predominantly of calcite and dolomite in addition to quartz. Feldspar, mica,...
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