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says he, if I remember right, is like an even balance which can
never turn without a weight, and must necessarily turn with
one. But whence comes the weight that necessarily turns it?
From the understanding, answers he; the last dictate of the
understanding necessarily turns the will. And is the
understanding also necessarily determined? Yes, by the effect
which the objects around us necessarily have upon us, and by
the circumstances in which we necessarily find ourselves; so
that from first to last our tempers, words, and actions,
necessarily follow each other, and the circumstances that gave
them birth, as the Second, third, and fourth links of a chain
follow the first, when it is drawn along. Hence the eternal,
infallible, irresistible, universal concatenation of events, both in
the moral and material world. This is, if I mistake not, the
scheme of that great...
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