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him. They were living on a little mountain farm, and reared
fourteen children--eleven sons and three daughters. One of these
sons is a minister in the Baptist Church. Two others are ministers
in the Methodist Church, and belong to the Southwest Missouri
Conference. While there were many seemingly insurmountable
difficulties besetting him, he had a great thirst for knowledge,
and applied himself as well as he could, having to work to help
support the family, and only able to attend the public schools a
few months in the winter. Without the privilege of theological
training, acquiring knowledge was made rather difficult, yet he
struggled on amid all these disadvantages, preparing himself for
his lifeawork. Brother Pike was a man of deep piety; naturally
very diffident, he did not show his real worth. One had to be
intimately acquainted with him to know his true...
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