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indexed. Not illustrated. 1878 Excerpt: .question of the manurial value of human excrements, and it is quite
possible to prepare from them a valuable artificial manure, but this must be done before it has been mixed with
water, since, when this has once been done, owing to the solubility of the valuable constituents, and to the fact
that there is no practical means of precipitating them again, such matter is practically worthless, except for
irrigation; for which purpose, however, it is in my opinion, far too little prized. I have been led to make these
remarks from the great importance of the subject, and in order that consumers of manure should have some
idea of the nature of the above preparations. In connection with this subject I may just refer to one popular
error which goes far to subvert even the partial utilization as manure, of human excreta. It is that the solid
portion is the valuable portion, while the liquid is useless; the same applies also to the manure produced in
farmsteads. This error, founded on the general impressions conveyed by our unaided senses, is no more than
natural, but none the less mischievous, and ought to have been long since dispelled by the teaching of science,
not only on economic, but on sanitary grounds. So far from this impression being true, the contrary is the fact,
since the urine contains almost the whole of the nitrogenous compounds contained in the food, hut in a soluble
form. It is in...
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