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CHURCHES THEIR PLAN AND FURNISHING (PAPERBACK)

Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The object of this book is to provide the clergy and laity with a practical
guide to the building and remodelling of Catholic churches, and to give a summary of the laws governing their
planning and furnishing. Before an architect can design a church he must understand the functional nature of
the diCerent parts of the building. It matters very little in the long run whether he has good taste ! For as the
late Eric Gill loved to remind us: unless a workman knows what he is making he cannot make anything.
Whether it be a church or only a toothpick, he must know what it is; he must have it in his mind before he
begins, before he can even choose his material or lay his hand on a tool. The trouble with so many churches
erected during the past century is that architects have been far more concerned with the superficial beauty
than with the nature of the building. Their object, so it seems, was to create a building that looked what most
people believed a church ought to look like rather than a building that fulfiled the practical functions of a place
of worship. They oGen managed to erect a building that superficially reproduced the plan and details found in
houses of God in past ages, but which were an anachronism in modern times. Such architects did not know
what they were making. Very oGen they took no trouble to learn. They wanted to create a work of art and
ignored the fact that nothing can be a work of art if it does not properly fulfil its end. Peter Anson has asked
me...
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